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June 3, 2013

President Lt. Gen. Choummali Saignason
c/o Ambassador Seng Soukhathivong

Laos People’s Democratic Republic

2222 S Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing in response to the tragic events that occurred last
week when representatives of your government allowed nine
young people to be taken against their will by representatives of
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea back to North Korea.
Because of our direct knowledge of this incident, we can assure
you that these nine persons ranging in age from teenagers to
young adults were seeking resettlement to the Republic of Korea,
and that the Republic of Korea had made it clear to your
government that they were willing to accept all nine children for
resettlement. It is also universally known and recognized that
North Koreans who have fled their country, as these nine had
done, face torture, imprisonment, and even execution when they
are forced back to North Korea.

We are writing with two specific requests of your government
and asking for your immediate reply to these requests by
Wednesday, June 5, when representatives of our North Korea
Freedom Coalition wish to meet with your Ambassador to the
United States, His Excellency Ambassador Seng Soukahathivon:

First, because the lives of nine young people rests in your hands
because of the decision that was made, we make this simple
request: that the Laos People’s Democratic Republic perform
regular visits to these nine children in North Korea, so that you
can guarantee they have been welcomed on their return, treated
properly, and their rights have been protected and that you share
that information with the Republic of Korea who had requested
to care for these nine young people. We ask that you confirm
your willingness to do that in writing via fax to 703-538-6149.
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Second, we request that your government never again put the lives of North
Korean men, women and children at risk by forcing them back to North Korea and
that you instead return to your previous policy to work on their resettlement to the
Republic of Korea, where they have automatic citizenship under the Republic of
Korea’s constitution. We ask that you confirm your willingness to do this in
writing.

We look forward to your response and meeting your Ambassador on Wednesday,
June 5 at a time of day that he chooses.

Respectfully requested,
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Due to the urgency of this issue, please reply via fax to 703-538-6149.



